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THE NEW IMMIGRATION FEDERALISM 

U.S. immigraƟon laws have recently undergone a dramaƟc shiŌ toward 

promoƟng integraƟon. How are we to make sense of this new immigraƟon 

federalism? What are its causes? And what are its consequences for the 

federal‐state balance of power? In The New ImmigraƟon Federalism, Pro‐

fessor S. Karthick Ramakrishnan provides answers to these quesƟons using 

a mix of quanƟtaƟve, historical, and doctrinal legal analysis. Ramakrishnan 

refutes the popular “demographic necessity” argument put forward by anƟ

‐immigrant acƟvists and poliƟcians.  He instead posits that immigraƟon fed‐

eralism is rooted in a poliƟcal process that connects both federal and sub‐

federal actors: the Polarized Change Model. The model captures not only 

the spread of restricƟonist legislaƟon but also its abrupt turnaround in 

2012, projecƟng valuable insights for the future.  

Karthick Ramakrishnan is Associate Dean and Professor at the UC 

Riverside School of Public Policy and adjunct fellow at the Public Pol‐

icy InsƟtute of California.  His research addresses civic parƟcipaƟon, 

immigraƟon policy, and the poliƟcs of race and ethnicity. He has au‐

thored or co‐authored arƟcles, reports, and books, including Asian 

American PoliƟcal ParƟcipaƟon: Emerging ConsƟtuents and Their 

PoliƟcal IdenƟƟes. He directs the NaƟonal Asian American Survey 

and is founder of the University of California AAPI Policy MulƟcam‐

pus Research Program.  Ramakrishnan is also the founding editor of 

the Journal of Race, Ethnicity, and PoliƟcs.  He holds a Ph.D. from 

Princeton University.  


